
 

 

 

 
November 6 
 

What’s Your Story? 
 

Rev. Don Garrett  
 

We’ll explore the role of 
stories in our lives, their 
influence and the 
possibilities that new stories 
might offer. 

 

 
November 13 
 

What’s Our Story? 
 

 

Rev. Don Garrett  
 

Individuals have their 
stories; families do too, as do 
nations. What’s our story 
here in this congregation? 
How does it influence our 
lives together. 

 
 
November 20 
 

Thanksgiving in 

Bethlehem 
 

We’ll honor the holiday by 
taking our place within a 
story of gratitude. 

 
 
November 27 
 

Life Lessons from 

Willy Wonka 
 

Sue Weber 
 

Ending our month on the 
theme of "story" what does 
this classic children's tale 
have to teach us all about 
life?   
 
 

 

 

November 2016 

DonSense – by Rev. Don Garrett 

Our Theme for November:  

What Does It Mean to Be Community of Story? 

Our lives are not just made up of stories; they are also made by stories. This 

might be the most important reminder of this month. Indeed, who of us has-

n’t felt the power of a story? We’re all influenced by the stories in our lives – 

some we write, others may be written for us. 

For instance, who can’t relate to the friend that tells us that her family 

“clings to the story about how I’m the clumsy one.” We’ve never seen our 

friend trip, not once. Or drop a thing, ever. And yet, somehow, when she 

goes to her parents’ home or back to a family reunion, she spills coffee on at 

least one outfit, stubs at least one toe and stumbles down at least one step. 

There it is: the power of story! 

Or think about our current struggles with economic or racial justice. 

The incredible income gap is described as “natural” or “the result of complex 

global dynamics over which we have little control.” Similarly, the story of 

race in our country is told with an “entrenched” story arc. Not only are they 

powerful; stories can be debilitating. 

So let’s tell a new story! The ability to choose our stories is at the heart 

of our faith. Our stories need not be predetermined. Remember that old the-

ological debate that produced Unitarian Universalism? Some said that God 

had predestined not just the big story of humanity, but our individual sto-

ries too. Some of us were slotted for heaven and others for hell. And God had 

written the list in ink and there was nothing any of us could do about it.  

“Well,” said our spiritual ancestors, “that’s a bit harsh, don’t you 

think?” Forget this extreme fate-driven story, they said. Freedom has a much 

bigger role than we’re giving it credit for. God is not so much the author of 

the story as she is the magical muse that needles and nags us to put our own 

stamp on the narratives before us. In other words, we come from a long-line 

of spiritual relatives who agreed with Shakespeare that “All the world’s a 

stage,” but then went on to clarify that it’s an improv show to which we’ve 

all been invited. 

So let’s consider our stories this month. The ones we tell, the ones that 

are told about us. The stories against which we struggle, even the stories we 

call “truth.” We could even make our story into a tale of liberation and love. 

  See you in church. 

   – Don 
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FROM THE PRESIDENT 
 

Building a Loving Congregation 

By now, I hope that some, if not many, of you 

have heard about a young, but exciting, effort 

underway to strengthen the health and vitality 

of our beloved community.  I use the term 

“strengthen” intentionally, because the effort is a process 

— a step-by-step, deliberate process — to develop more 

dynamic Board/Minister leadership, a church-wide 

clarity about our highest aspirations, and church-wide 

relationships built upon a strong, solid foundation of love. 

 Our forthcoming tasks are based upon the works of 

internationally renowned and respected leadership 

consultant Patrick Lencioni, known for his work with 

churches, non-profits, and corporations of all sizes. We 

are also aligning our plans with organizational resources 

and staff from UUA.  Our emerging effort began with the 

Committee on Ministry’s interviews and meetings with 

nine other committees in the church. Gradually, the work 

has blossomed to include the ministerial evaluation 

process and the development of a small working group 

comprised of the Board Executive Committee and the 

chairs of the Committee on Ministry and the Long-Range 

Planning Committee.  

 Your Board of Trustees was presented with 

Lencioni’s work at its annual retreat in August and, 

through the work in progress, the Board has begun to 

strengthen itself as the church’s Leadership Team. Think 

of leadership as a pyramid whose bottom, and therefore 

strongest, layer is TRUST. Building trust among ourselves 

as Board members and nurturing increased trust among 

all leaders and congregants is vital to a strong, loving 

community. 

 Please know that your Board of Trustees and 

Minister are working hard to develop a strong foundation 

for the future of the UUCLV.  We are beginning this 

journey by seeking to become the most trusting, focused, 

and accountable Leadership Team we can be.  We will 

certainly communicate the details and progress of our 

work as the effort evolves, and we look forward to 

inviting you, the full congregation, into church-wide 

conversations about the "heart" of who we are and who 

we might be as a beloved community! 

 In the meantime, we ask for your patience, for in 

loving congregations, as in many things in life, patience is 

a virtue.  We also ask for your support and 

encouragement.  Finally, we ask that you feel free to 

contact any member of our working group to learn more. 
 

Peace and Love,  Bob 

SHARED PLATE FOR NOVEMBER 

We are sharing our plate with Global Mommas which is 

a fair trade community of African women in Ghana who 

create and sell their clothes and soap to the world at 

large so their families can thrive and prosper. 

 

HOSPITALITY REPORT 
Do you live in zip code 18034, 18036, 18041, 18049, 

18055, 18062, 18073, 18077, 18081, or 18955?  If you 

do, you are part of the South neighborhood.  Please join 

your facilitators Anthony Gazillo and Ann Peaslee to 

provide hospitality for the month of November.  We 

could use your help as a greeter, usher, and snack or 

flower provider.  Your children are most welcome to 

join you as greeters or ushers.   Your signup.com 

invitation will be in your inbox soon.  Thank you for 

helping to make our Sunday mornings more welcoming 

for members and visitors. Any questions can be 

directed to hospitality_south@uuclv.org.  

 

INVITATION ALERT! 

Our 2016 fundraising auction is open to all who’d like 

to come: family, friends, neighbors and even the public. 

It takes a village to support a church community. We 

welcome anyone who’d like to attend our Goods and 

Services Auction to “Come on down.” We will also 

award a prize to the church member who invites and 

brings in the greatest number of guests that evening. 

Let’s set some attendance records on November 19th!  

 

The UU-Link is published and mailed monthly,  
and is also available on our website. 

 
 

The Unitarian Universalist Church  
of the Lehigh Valley 

 

424 Center Street, Bethlehem PA 18018 
Office Phone:  610-866-7652 

 

The Minister:     minister@uuclvpa.org 
Office Email:     uuclv@uuclvpa.org 
The Sexton:  sexton@uuclvpa.org 
Cleaning:          sparkle@uuclvpa.org 
Religious Educ:      lec@uuclvpa.org 
The Link email:     thelink@uuclvpa.org 
The eNews:      uuclvnews@uuclvpa.org 
Sunday Bulletin & OOS:    sunday@uuclvpa.org 

 

We’re on the web at www. uuclvpa.org 

http://signup.com
mailto:hospitality_south@uuclv.org
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NOVEMBER 
BREAKFAST FORUM  

 

 
 

November 6 
 

Monthly Worship Theme: Ghosts 
Rev. Don Garrett, Facilitator 
 

There will be a brief presentation, followed by a small-

group discussion format and a reuniting later to share 

what we’ve learned on the theme,“Ghosts.” Join in this 

adventure in speaking, listening, thinking, reflecting and 

sharing together in a new way; another way to live our 

values of compassion, nurture, and justice in our beloved 

community.  

 

 

November 13 
 

Breaking Through Power  
Victor Madeson, Presenter  
 

Victor will introduce the Breaking Through Power 

series of talks - over 150 activists - that was coordinated 

by Ralph Nader's Center for the Study of Responsive 

Law. This hour will focus on the core moral beliefs that 

have driven advocacy for democracy over the past fifty 

years. A free schedule will be available to facilitate 

individual viewing (YouTube) of both four-day events  

 

 

November 20 
 
 

Global Mamas 
John and Fran Kennedy, Presenters  
 

John and Fran will show slides and movies on the 

organization Global Mamas (known in the US as 

Women in Progress ).  Global Mamas promotes the 

sustainable livelihoods of women in Ghana who use 

traditional skills in producing handmade batik and other 

products.  
 
 

November 27 
 

TBD 
 

 

THE CENTER &  

WALL STREET JOURNAL 
2016-17 Fiscal Year, First Quarter Report 

 

The first quarter of our 2016-17 church fiscal year 

ended on September 30.  Generally speaking, cash flow 

was quite good, Income was comfortably ahead of our 

straight-line budget, and Expenses were about on 

schedule.  However, Pledge Payments, Total Income and 

Net Income all were relatively low compared to first-

quarter experience in recent years.  This is being 

watched closely by the Finance Committee. 

 If you are not caught up -- or ahead -- with your 

pledge payments, please see what you can do to help us 

get "on track." 

 A summary of our income and expenses July 1 

through September 30 follows: 

 

Our fund balances as of September 30: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Please contact me if there are any questions.              
 

Also, an "opportunity":   Allen Zinnes, Don Davis or I 

would be pleased to speak with anyone who might be 

interested in helping with the very important, "treasury

-related" activities of the church.  Requisites are an 

affinity for "numbers" and enthusiasm for working on 

the computer. 
  
Respectfully submitted, 

Jan Phillips, UUCLV Treasurer 

  $ End of First Quarter 2016-17 $ 

  Actual 
Budget  

(straight-line) 
Recent 3  

year average 

Income       

Pledges 80,400 54,800 89,600 

Rental Fees 12,100 9,000   

Fundraising 2,100 6,500   

Other 5,400 9,700   

          Total 100,000 80,000 108,400 

Expenses 74,300 80,000 72,800 

Net Income 25,700 0 35,600 

Fund $ 

Operating 25,000 

Reserves 61,000 

Capital 141,000 

Endowment 78,000 
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FROM THE LIFESPAN  
EDUCATION COORDINATOR 
 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (RE) FOR 

CHILDREN AND YOUTH 
 

As our Adult Faith Discussion group Spirit of Life winds 

up, the next class will be Owning Your Religious Past. 

This is a five-session program designed to help 

participants reckon with their religious upbringings and 

integrate them into their current religious lives.  

Here is the description from the curriculum book: 
  

The majority of Unitarian Universalists come into the 

denomination from other religions; often there have 

been several stops along the path into our 

congregations. Some bring with them angry and 

unresolved feelings about experiences in other religious 

institutions, others have warm memories. Some move 

easily into an identity as a Unitarian Universalist; others 

experience a traumatic estrangement from family and 

from the center of their culture. 

 Our churches and fellowships have frequently 

neglected to understand and acknowledge the widely 

varying needs of members regarding this process. We 

can be most fully and completely present in our religious 

identity when we see our path as a continuum rather 

than a series of unrelated episodes. People who feel 

whole in this identity are more likely to make solid, 

healthy commitments to religious communities. Because 

we are usually more certain of what we left in another 

religion than what we bring forward from it, some tools 

are needed by which people may establish connections, 

bridges, and resonances between past and present. Such 

activity also provides clues about the possible future 

direction of those paths. This workshop is not just for 

“converts.” Longtime and life-long Unitarian 

Universalists also experience change, sometimes 

profoundly, in their religious identity. This workshop is 

enriched by the participation of people of varying tenure 

as Unitarian Universalists.  
 

Our first class will be on January 8 at 9:00am and 

continue every other week for five weeks. If you have 

any questions, or are interested in participating, contact 

me. Child care will be available on request. 
 

In faith,   

Jansen Wendell, Director of Lifespan Religious Education 

(lec@uuclvpa.org) 

 

ADULT RELIGIOUS EXPLORATION : 
 

SPIRIT OF LIFE DISCUSSION GROUP:  

(GROUP CLOSED TO NEW PARTICIPANTS)  

Sundays, November 6 -20 at 9:00am in the RE library 
 

MINDFULNESS PRACTICE GROUP 

(Tuesday evenings, 7:00 – 8:30, the Community Room) 
 

With the help of conscious breathing, we are able to 

touch and be nourished by the peace and joy that are 

available within and around us, in the here and now. 

With continued practice, we shall touch and understand 

the roots of the pain that lie deep within us, such as fear, 

anger, despair, thus making transformation and healing 

possible.  Contact Reverend Don Garrett 

(minister@uuclvpa.org) or Janice Lovegrove, co-leader 

610-882-1136, for more information. 

 

LONG STRANGE TRIP: 2000 YEARS OF UNITARIAN 

UNIVERSALIST HISTORY   (DVD series):    
 

This set of 6 DVDs, available for loan, trace the history 

and evolution of Unitarianism, Universalism, and the 

merger of the two into today’s Unitarian Universalism.  If 

you want to find out about how our “Uncommon 

Denomination” came to be what it is today, from its roots 

in the Reformation to the American Revolution to the Civil 

War to the Transcendentalist Movement to the present, 

these movies are entertaining and captivating. Contact 

Jansen Wendell to arrange to borrow DVD’s. 
 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION CALENDAR: 

NOVEMBER & DECEMBER 

Nov 6: Story for All Ages and regular RE classes 

Nov 13: Story for All Ages and regular RE classes;  
RE Committee meeting in room 212, 9:00 am 
Nov 20: Story for All Ages and regular RE classes 

Nov 27: Story for All Ages and regular RE classes 

Dec 4: Story for All Ages, followed by Pageant rehearsal 
in the gym for preK-6th grades; 7-8 grade OWL meets in 
room 304, senior high youth group meets in room 306 
Dec 11: Holiday Pageant and multi-generational service: 
The Many Sources of Light; RE Committee meeting in 
room 212, 9:00 am. 
Dec 18: Children’s Worship service for preK-6th grades; 
7-8 grade OWL meets in room 304, senior high youth 
group meets in room 306 
Dec 24: Christmas Eve service 

Dec 25: No Worship Service or Religious Education 
 

Jan 1: Multi-generational worship; no RE classes 
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 What could YOU offer at the auction? If you are 

planning a specific event, please set a date so people can 

plan. If the event is for a specific number of people, 

please tell us. All kinds of offerings and goods are 

appreciated; such as pet sitting, artwork, create 

workshop, chauffeuring, helping someone for the day 

and more. See UUCLV church website to fill out a service 

offer form and to view the service auction catalog. For 

details contact auction@uuclvpa.org or see Dora 

Davenport at church. 

 

FALL PLANT SALE AND MORE! 

We put 800 native plants into the Lehigh Valley. We also 

donated to 10 green organizations approximately 15 

potted natives each. The following people helped with 

the transport of 1300 plants, the setup and breakdown 

at church: Jane Cook, Mooneagle Arndt, Tom Repasch, 

the Bujnowsi’s, Sue Phillips, the Zinnes’, the Poutre’s, 

Ellen Bell, Linda Brown, Nancy Weston, and Wendy 

Bookhulz. Additionally, we raised $2000 for the UUCLV.  

 Some plants are leftover; hopefully they overwinter 

well and will be in the spring sale, which is the first 2 

weekends in May.  Tom Zimmerman used his truck to get 

1 cubic yard of compost. We renewed the two beds to 

either side of the Center Street entrance and started 

planting with donations from the fall native plant sale. 

The Green Committee thanks all the involved people. 

 

FAIR TRADE, EMPOWERING 
WOMEN, AND HOLIDAY SHOPPING 

Global Mamas handmade fair trade items will be 

available after church on Sundays,  November 6 thru 

December 4. There are charming batik dresses for girls 

in sizes 2 – 8, onesies and shirts for babies and kids up to 

size 8, home de cor products including batik aprons, 

tablecloths, placemats, trivets, pot holders, napkins, 

button baskets, and bins, a few women’s blouses skirts, 

and dresses (below the knee),3 men’s shirts, jewelry and 

ornaments crafted from recycled glass beads, and skin 

care products and soaps made with shea butter from a 

tree in Ghana. There are some new designs. Come, 

browse, and pick out a special item for friends, family, or 

yourself. You will be helping to support women in Ghana 

to send their children to school at the same time. Ten 

percent of all proceeds will go to UUCLV. 

DON’T MISS THIS ANNUAL EVENT! 
 

2016 SERVICE AUCTION:   
 

TASTES OF THE STATES, SPECIAL ITEMS  
& FUN DATES …NOVEMBER 19, 2016 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Please join us for our 2016 service auction. We’re calling 

it “Tastes of the States, Special Items & Fun Dates”. Our 

potluck meal will start with a happy hour at 4:30pm 

featuring appetizers, beer, wine, special bar dinks and 

soft drinks. Then take the culinary journey as we make 

our way across the United States with the potluck meal, 

as well as, a vast selection of desserts. 

 Be prepared to bid 

on many treasures 

offered at the auctions as 

you enjoy a memorable 

evening. Laugh along 

with the friendly banter 

of the auctioneers during 

the live auction and spur 

friendly competition 

during our silent and 

sign-up auction 

activities. Be sure to 

taste it all – The Food, The Silent, The Signups, and The 

Live Auction. 

 We are bringing back 

our “theme baskets” raffle 

(see photos). No silent 

sign-up for these, just buy 

your tickets and choose 

the baskets you want to 

take home. Each one has a 

retail value of $100-$150. 

 Admission is $10.00 

per person (or $5.00 with 

a food dish from one of our US regional areas (West, 

Midwest, Northeast, South) for the potluck meal. 

Children are free and childcare is available with 

activities for the kids. 

mailto:auction@uuclvpa.org
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recently. Then, we will discuss the elections and the 

implications for the future of the country.  The Men's 

Group is open to all men affiliated with the UUCLV and 

their male friends. Please bring food and/or beverage to 

share. For more information, contact men@uuclvpa.org 

or Frank Claps at 610-346-7629 

 

BJORN OLSEN 
Bjorn Olsen, a long-time member of the UUCLV before 

he moved to Oregon to be closer to family, has passed 

away.  He was a good friend to many and he will be 

remembered fondly. 

 Bjorn's memorial service will be Sunday, November 

6, 3:00 pm at the Unitarian- Universalist Church in 

Eugene, OR at 1685 West 13th Avenue.   Cards of 

condolence can be sent to Bjorn's wife, Dina Wills, at 

1080 Patterson St. Apt. 1203, Eugene, OR 97401. 
  

2016 FOURTH FRIDAY FILM SERIES 
 

The 2016 Fourth Friday Film (FFF) Series is presented 

by the UUCLV Social Action Committee at 7:15 PM in our 

community room!  The series has a strong emphasis on 

promoting the common good as it relates to saving our 

environment, reversing economic inequality, and 

repairing our democracy so it works for everyone. The 

site for the film series is www.FFFInfo.blogspot.com. 

 We invite groups/organizations to join us in this 

important endeavor by co-sponsoring the presentations 

(publicize event, add expertise to the discussion).  We 

also hope that local college professors and students will 

connect with FFF programs that align with their 

curricula and/or interest. Contact Tom Ulrich at 610-882

-1136 or tomulrich41@gmail.com for more information.  
 

November 11 (2nd Friday) 
 

Annual Women's Forum:  
'Legacy of Women in the 2016 Election'   
 

A panel discussion and short clips from election 
coverage. Panelists include: 
Joanne Jackson - Candidate for State Rep, 131th District 
Megan E. Diskin Monahan - Assistant Professor, 
Department of History, Cedar Crest College 
Sharon A. Brown - Faculty Associate, Women's Center, 
East Stroudsburg University   
 

December  
 

No film in December. 

 

 This concert is one you really won’t want to miss!  The 

Aletheia Trio, a group that elicited a standing ovation on 

its appearance with us two seasons ago, returns with a 

wonderful program of piano trio masterpieces from 

Debussy, Ravel, Prokofiev and Haydn.  This young, New 

York and Juilliard-based group -- consisting of Francesca 

dePasquale, violin; Juliette Herlin, cello; and Kevin Ahfat, 

piano -- is very quickly garnering critical acclaim for their 

exquisite interpretations and performances.  The concert 

starts at 3 pm with one of our notable receptions 

following.  Students are admitted free, all others are $15. 

 

RECEPTION: SECOND SUNDAY 
CONCERT SERIES, NOVEMBER 13TH 

We are looking forward to the next Second Sunday 

Concert which will be held on November 13th.  We are 

planning another beautiful reception after the concert. 

Thanks to everyone who brought refreshments last time 

for this event. We need your contributions again. Please 

contribute a dessert or hors d’oeuvres for the reception 

on Sunday, November 13th.  Contact Pat Herring at 610-

965-6776 or herringp@ptd.net to let us know that you 

are bringing a sweet or a savory to this event.  If possible, 

please plan to bring your contribution to church on a 

serving plate the morning of the concert, label it 

“concert” and leave it in the FM kitchen on the table next 

to the back wall. Many thanks in advance for your 

generous help in making our concert series memorable! 

 

NOVEMBER MEN’S GROUP 

The November meeting of the UUCLV Men's Group will 

be 6:30 p.m. Wednesday, Nov. 9 in the FM kitchen. There 

will be two topics: first, those of us who remember Bjorn 

Olsen, a former UUCLV member and co-founder of the 

Men's Group, will offer some brief recollections of him 

and his influence in the church. Bjorn passed away 

mailto:men@uuclvpa.org
mailto:herringp@ptd.net
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THE ADOPT-A-WINDOW  
PROJECT CELEBRATED 

On October 9th, the UUCLV celebrated the completed 

exterior painting project labelled “Adopt-a-Window”, 

thus making our Center Street appearance a point of 

pride!   During coffee hour, hot dogs and corn-on-the-

cob prepared by Dora Davenport, and a rousing round 

of applause marked the successful end to this 

monumental endeavor.  To quote members Karen & 

Chuck West (and others), “The UUCLV is getting its 

curbside appeal back”. And we add with considerable 

pride, that no bank loan was needed. 

 Overseen by the Property Committee headed by Pat 

Herring and contracted to Del Painting & Finishing of 

Allentown, this monumental job 

was conducted in record time 

from start to finish, even with 

the 3-story aerial lift having to 

take a city-required holiday 

during Celtic Fest.  The UUCLV 

Board & the Finance Committee 

approved the project in July. The 

work was officially concluded by 

mid-October. That included the 

fundraising more than $17,000 

from the outstanding generosity 

of members and friends.  

 According to Dora who 

oversaw the daily painting, “By 

October 14th, the windows were 

completely finished along with all the black railings, 

including the church sign and the garage trim.”  Much 

repair went into this project including calking, glazing 

around window glass, down spout work, and removal of 

all old (and possibly flawed) exterior candles and 

wiring from the windows. The contractors included the 

repainting and repair of the garage trim, which was an 

additional plus.   Fundraising for the project was based 

on the original estimate, although Del Painting provided a 

contract for less. (Thank you, Cari Poole, for this contact.) 

 Thanks to the many donors (if your name is 

missing, please tell us for the December issue). Donors 

were:  Allen & Ilse (Stoll) Zinnes, Peggy Hobbs, Dave & 

Lib Kiefer, Don & Jean Davis, Barbara & John Diamant, 

Fran & Judy Claps, Nancy Light, Pat Herring, Richard & 

Julie Brooks, Molly Trimble, Ann Peaslee, Lyle & Vicky 

Woodard, Karen & Bill Berry, Robert Garvin, Pradeep 

Ghia, Cease Blocker, Jordan & Melissa Sonnenblick, 

Bernie & Lorraine 

Bujnowski, Dora 

Davenport & Robin 

Capoor, Ellen Bell 

& Phil Reiss, Chuck 

& Karen West, 

Dave Roper, 

Brenda Barton, 

Donald Bortz, 

Michael & Jane 

Benning, Win & Marie Tweed, Judy Wright, Robin 

Brumfield, Jan & Sue Phillips, Dan Poresky, Mary Larkin, 

Margo Dixon, Bob & Amy Cohen, and Dave Campolongo.  

Also, from Stewardship:  Dorothy Cockrell & Bill Licht, 

Cecilia Collura-Eberhard, and Christine Davis. 

 This work has stimulated other Property 

Committee repairs, including the handicap entrance 

ramp.  Our Committee has a very full plate—we 

welcome new members!  
 

From the Window’s Team of the Property Committee—
Pat Herring, Judy Wright, Karen Berry & Dora Davenport 

 

WORK PARTY 

The Property Committee is scheduling a work party for 

Saturday, November 12th, from 9:00am - 12:00 noon. 

Projects to be done include installing the storm 

windows and dealing with the leaves in the yard and the 

back of the church. We need many hands to help; more 

projects will reveal themselves by November 12th. 

Comeenjoy a morning of comradery with your fellow 

Unitarians. Dora is providing hot dogs on the grill for 

our Saturday Lunch Special!  For information contact 

property@uuclvpa.org 

mailto:property@uuclvpa.org
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