
Spectator September 2008 Page  1 

���������	
��� �
September 7 "Sacred Oasis" Reverend Nancy 
Bouchard will share the joy of  "returning" as we gather 
together after the much too short summer (restful for some, 
unsettled for others.). We will blend the waters from our 
many journeys and celebrate the UUCLV faith community 
as a "sacred oasis", a refuge from the noise of the world and 
a rich and deep well from which we nourish our spirit. 

September 14 "The Heart of a Giraffe" A guest 
appearance by Giraffe who will offer insights into having a 
"big heart." Are the "big hearted" more  vulnerable? Do 
"big hearts care more and at what cost? Does your beat 
really  have a rhythm? Giraffe tells all!! 

September 21 "Climbing Barbed Wire Fences" It 
hurts, especially if the fence is electric! It's an insult here, a 
sarcastic word there, a smirk that says too much. Feelings 
get hurt, people get angry and hard feelings take on a life of 
their own often leaving a very wide path of destruction. 

September 28 "Buying a ‘Box Lot’ "  This is an auction 
term for a cheap purchase with lots of "unknowns" in "the 
box." Are you a risk taker? How do you handle the 
surprises and unknowns of life? Let's explore how our 
theology can make unknowns a growth experience. 
 

The Social Action Focus for September will be the 
UUA Knoxville Relief Fund. Your gifts will assist the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist (UU) Church 
and the Westside UU Church and their members, 
and will show them that they are not alone during this 
time of shock and grief. 
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September 7 “The Green Man, an Archetypal 
Symbol in our Midst" – Emily Vincent 
"The Green Man is everywhere." In any city, look 
up at the first floor and above of older buildings 
and you will probably see him staring back from 
the architecture; or you may find him on picture 
frames, furniture and on garden gates. Who is the 
Green Man? Where does he come from and what 
does he want from us? Emily is a local painter and 
good friend of Richard Redd and the Green Man 
has been an enduring subject in her work. She will 
help us understand the history, uses, meanings and 
ubiquity of this universal religious symbol.    

September 14 “Science and Spirituality, Part 3" 
– Joe Radosta 
WAVE-PARTICLE DUALITY is the concept that 
all matter and energy exhibits wave-like and 
particle-like properties. We will be exploring the 
bizarre world of light and quantum reality where 
both/and is the rule, while our everyday world is 
ruled by either/or. 

September 21 “Iraq - An Attempt to Make Sense of a 
Troubled Land" - Tom Zimmerman 

A review of the history and culture of the region, 
the influence of religion, the effect of external 
pressures, and some projections of possible 
outcomes.  Plenty of time will be allowed for 
questions and discussion. 

September 28 “Lessons From the Knoxville 
Tragedy” – Mark Albright and Bill Vogler 
What significance does the Knoxville Tragedy 
hold for us as Unitarians? As people? How do we 
begin to get a handle on it, and how do we - and 
should we - discuss and process it with our 
children? (more details below) 
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There will be a Congregational Meeting  

Sunday, September 28 
12:00pm in the Sanctuary 

The purpose of the meeting is to revise and 
approve the budget for the remainder of the 

2008/2009 church year 
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Lessons from the Knoxville Tragedy 
On the morning of July 27, 2008, during a performance of a children's play at the 
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church (TVUUC), an angry gunman's 
shooting spree in the sanctuary resulted in the death of one TVUUC member and one 
member of Westside Unitarian Universalist Church (located in Farragut, Tennessee) 
who was visiting TVUUC for the performance. Six adults were also injured but no 
children were harmed during the melee. The gunman was tackled by congregants and 

eventually taken into police custody. 

Those are the facts, but what significance does the event hold for us as Unitarians? As people? How do we 
begin to get a handle on it, and how do we - and should we - discuss and process it with our children? One 
source of the lessons we can take away is the Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church itself. We'll 
examine that congregation's response to a monstrous evil, and discuss our own reactions to this and other 
traumatic events, as well as some exemplary models for processing these societal disruptions for our own 
benefit and as parents. 

Mark Albright, Chair of the congregation's Social Action Committee, will co-present this forum along with Bill 
Vogler, a member of the congregation and expert in family counseling. Even if you're not a "regular" at the 
breakfast forum, please make every effort to join us on September 28th at 9:00 am to take part in this special 
session.
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October 18, 2008 
Lehigh Valley Conference Center 

For registration information, go to the home page for the Willam Glasser Institute Northeast and click on the 
link to the fall conference or contact Judy Claps 610-346-7629 or e-mail sejumatt@verizon.net. 
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Those who did not attend the Annual Meeting on June 22 may not know that the Stewardship Committee 
happily chose two hardworking members to receive the annual stewardship awards for 2007-08.  

Rich Linnell : 

Although Rich is a relatively new member he has 
been extremely active in our church community. He 
serves on the Finance and Music committees and 
adds a fine baritone to the Beacon Choir. He was 
one of the Stewardship Campaign canvassers, and 
has been seen at work parties. But importantly, we 
often see him on Sunday managing the sound 
system so that we can all properly hear the sermons 
and beautiful music.  Thank you, Rich. 

 

 

 

Sally Marr: 

Sally comes in every Thursday to do the Order of 
Service as well as volunteering her time to do extra 
work, such as putting together the annual reports or 
helping Tara with copying for RE. Sally also does 
mailings for Membership on a weekly basis and 
does copying and collating for any committee who 
asks her. She was on the Publicity committee, she 
has been an RE teacher, and she serves on the 
Worship Committee and the Heritage Society 
Committee. Our administrator says she is a hoot to 
work with because of her straight-forward manner.  
Thank you, Sally. 

From the Stewardship committee
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The Bethlehem 
Historic Home 
Association Yard Sale 
will be on Saturday 
September 20 from 
8:00 to 3:00 and we 
will be participating.  

This is one of our larger fundraisers so we need 
everyone’s help.  

Because of commitments to major renters the times 
when items may be brought to the church will have 
to be limited.    

Items may be brought in on Sundays after services 
starting August 31, we will be using the garage for 
storage.  The week of the sale you will be able to 
bring items to the community room on Thursday 
September 18 from 6:00-8:00 and on Friday from 
6:00 until…… 

Please limit the items you bring to things you would 
give to a friend or relative. 

We can also use help setting up and selling on 
Friday and Saturday.   
 
Thanks in advance from the Finance Committee 

�
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September Meeting  

The UUCLV Men’s Group will meet on 
Wednesday, September 10 at 6:00 PM at the home 
of Allen Zinnes, 220 W. Langhorne Ave., 
Bethlehem, PA 18017.  All men of the Church, 
whether members or not, are invited to share pot 
luck, libations, and conversation.  Alcoholic 
libations are BYOB.  

If the driveway is full, I recommend that you park 
on Moreland Ave., which is the street just beyond 
Langhorne Ave. around the corner. It's safer than 
parking on our narrow road. 

The discussion topic is TBD 

Allen Zinnes / 610-868-2153 / zinnes@verizon.net 
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Friday, September 26 - 7 p.m. 

He’s a prodigy at the piano and a genius in the 
classroom. But he and his parents have differing 
ideas about how these gifts should be developed and 
used. Come see the warm story “Vitus,” and be 
prepared for a lively discussion afterward. 

If child care is needed, please contact Frank Claps 
(benchpress1@verizon.net) or Frances Kennedy 
(franhkenn@yahoo.com) by Sept. 22. 
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The ministerial search committee wants your opinion! The search committee has published a 
survey to help us learn more about you and our church. Our goal is to find a minister who is the 
best match for us as a congregation. Please take the time (only 15-20 minutes) to complete our 
survey. The more responses we get, the more accurate we can be. This is your chance to let us 
know what matters to you.  

Completing the survey is easy. It can be accessed electronically, or you can fill it in by hand. 
There are several ways to reach the electronic survey. The best way is to click on the link that appears weekly in 
the UUCLV news. You can also type the link into your web browser. The link is:  

http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.aspx?sm=6H0XOSGDOCqvwsY_2fz4i3cg_3d_3d 

Bill Vogler can also send you an email with the link. Just request it by emailing him at vogler@ptd.net 

If you want to fill in the survey by hand, there will be copies available on Sundays, and in the church office. A 
box to deposit completed surveys will be in the community room after services. You can also give them to any 
member of our search committee. Feel free to call Bill Vogler at 610-865-0845 if you want him to mail you a 
survey, or if you have any questions. Thanks in advance for sharing your opinion! 
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The Stewardship Committee recognizes the following whose financial commitments for this year (2008-09) 

meet the “Leadership Giving Guidelines” and who have given us permission to publish their names.  
There are several others who preferred not to have their names published, and perhaps others whose 
commitments meet the guidelines but did not so indicate.  We are grateful to all for their generous 

support of our church. 
 

Cathy Barrett Mary Larkin 
Don Barry Miriam Lavandier 
Bill Bekkenhuis Rich Linnell and Pat Koefold 
Ellen Bell and Phil Reiss Sally Marr 
Cease and Ginnie Blocker Craig Moore 
Fred Bomberger Les and Diane Nash 
Lynne and Michael Brolly Jan and Susan Phillips 
Maggie and Bryant Brown Joe and Jeanette Radosta 
Cecilia Collura-Eberhard and John Eberhard Vicki Sleva and Cathy Novello 
Chris and Henry Davis Jordan and Melissa Sonnenblick 
Barbara Diamant Ann Stuart Thacker 
Maggie Donohue and Joanna Herren Molly Trimble 
Margie and Bob Ensminger Marie and Win Tweed 
Jan Forse Jeff Varkonyi 
Elizabeth Griner-Johnson Sue Weber 
Pat Herring Joe and Alice Blair Wesley 
Gloria Hutchison [check spelling] Salli Wood 
Joka Klaassen John and Jerri Wood 
Gail and Bob Kriebel Arleen and Jack Yeager 
Jan and John Landis Tom and Barbara Zimmerman 
 Allen and Ilse Zinnes 

Our apologies to anyone whom we may have inadvertently omitted 
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New renter 
Beginning September 9th on Tuesday’s, access to the building will be limited to people coming 
to the office only and you will be escorted. The Fireside Academy is looking forward to using 
our facilities with an eye on expanding the program in the future. 

Building Security 

We have been asked by Head Start to help make the second floor safer for the children. The 
solution we came up with is for each of us to purchase a wireless doorbell. The double doors to the second floor 
will be kept locked and you must ring the doorbell marked UUCLV for entrance. You will be advised when this 
goes into effect.  

Leaky Basement to be fixed 

Work has been approved to patch the gutter on the Wall St. side of the building. The result should be a dry 
basement. Once the basement dries out and is cleaned out the musty odor in the Community Room should 
diminish. 
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July 2008 

A summary of our UUCLV fiscal year-end income and expenses through the end of June 2008 is as follows: 
 

                                        YTD Budget YTD Actual June Actual 
Total income                    $298.8K $296.9K $18.4K 
Total pledge payments     $205.7K $203.8K $12.0K 
Total expenses                 $298.8K $294.5K $22.8K 
Net operating surplus        $2.3K  

 
Our 2007-08 fiscal year is now history, and I’m happy to report that our total income exceeded total expenses 
by $2,330.  Pledge payments came in a little under budget, but non-pledge contributions and fundraising both 
were better than expected.  Thanks to those who completed their pledge payments for the year. 

Thanks also to all who have participated in our stewardship campaign for 2008-09.  Our operating budget for 
2008-09 is going to be very tight, so we’d be most appreciative of anyone who can see their way clear to 
increasing their pledge. If you haven’t yet made your pledge please do so ASAP by seeing me or any member 
of the Finance Committee. In any case, please keep your payments current in order to maintain adequate cash 
flow to allow me to pay our bills in a timely manner. 

Many thanks to all who helped in any way with our financial activities in 2007-08, especially those on the 
Finance Committee which was led by Sue Weber. We’ll surely need everyone’s help and support again in the 
coming year, particularly to participate in our fundraising activities, such as yard sale, service auction and 
sale/purchase of lottery calendars. We also invite anyone to join our Finance Committee. Please contact Sue 
Weber or any member of the Finance Committee if you’d like to participate in the financial life of our church. 

Allen Zinnes, UUCLV Treasurer 
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That probably got your attention, didn’t it?  

As we are all aware, the UUCLV is experiencing a temporary (we hope) budget shortfall and we all need to do 
our best to conserve our cash for those things that are important to our mission. The church administration, 
Board of Trustees and all committees are doing their best to ensure that every dollar spent is necessary. 

Currently we print and mail over 340 Spectators every month at a cost estimated to be well over $2300 per year. 
This does not include volunteer time to collate and assemble. Beginning with the October issue we have decided 
to only print and mail the Spectator to those who have no access to a computer and/or the internet or who 
specifically request a hard copy for other reasons.  

If you receive your Spectator in the mail and do not have computer access please contact the office as soon as 
possible so you are not dropped off the list. Thanks for all you do. 
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Sunday, Sept. 28th — After Church 

The Book Club selection for September is the best-seller “The Last Lecture” by Randy Pausch. The book club 
is open to anyone regardless of church membership. 

For more information, contact Pat Herring (pat@patherring.com) or Don Barry (tikster9@yahoo.com). 
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 Welcome home, Nancy.  Your “second coming" is just in time for the start of the 
heating season. Couldn't I think of a better start for this column after two months off.  
We are exceedingly glad to see you. 

There are some who think you walk on water and no way would I dispute this. So 
please fix the leak in the Sanctuary roof and the south wall needs buttressing. Stop, 
Nancy. I was kidding.  Actually the winters in Maine will prepare you for the lower 

thermostat at Wall and Center. 
Ansel Adams is a Bichon Frise, good in the darkroom but can he make a Pedigree casserole for the Second 

Sunday potluck?  If you bless the animals, I'll bring Jotto to meet Ansel. Should make a lively service. 

If you don't know Nancy yet, you soon will.  She's a people person.  Animals too. 

I confess, I didn't really know Tara Zrinski well.  Oh, I knew her but I didn't know her. After her essay on the 
Tower of Babel in the June Spectator, I needed to know more.  And so do you. I can only provide a brief 
genesis to her many interests and aspects.  

Director of Religious Education is only her day job. Raising two sons is another full time job - Bryton, age 8 
and Tristan, age 7.  Great names! Richard James is pedestrian. Yeah, I know, a couple of kings of England on 
my birth certificate.  

Tara can kick a mean soccer ball with her boys.  She played on the Drew U. women's team and has played in 
league soccer for seven years. 

After high school she set off for two months in Israel, came back to enter Drew, explored villages and 
jungles of Costa Rica while in college (nota bene: Andie). Next she needed to range Europe. She was a runner, 
she says, in Budapest meeting back packers at the train station to direct them to 10 youth hostels, later a useful 
experience for moving UU teens.   

After college she was an au pair girl in Germany, washed glassware at the Oktoberfest in Munich and served 
sacred Guinness (not Sir Alec) at a Dublin pub where she was demoted to washing floors in the kitchen and loo 
for making the head on the beer more than an inch high, a serious transgression in Dublin. 

As a confirmed Lutheran, age 13, she kept up asking a lot of questions and was propelled to find the answers, 
if they exist, by receiving two theological degrees with highest honors (2005, 2007) Tara received the 
attunements of a Reiki master, which, if it doesn't help sore soccer muscles, it should. How do you want to 
connect to a higher power? 

Jewish mysticism of the Kabbalah? Reiki? Genesis? Guiness? Now Tara connects to us, to our kids and the 
God in all of us. 

Richard Lionheart King James Version 


